THE MILXER MISSION
action to prevent the Alexandria riots or to check them
in time. The return of Zaghlul was obviously a dan-
gerous measure likely to disturb the peace, but it would
have been difficult to refuse admission to Egypt to one
who had been admitted to negotiation in England and
with whom Adly himself was in correspondence over the
formation of a joint delegation. The Alexandria riots
were a direct sequel to an incident at Tanta at the end of
April, when the police fired on an unruly and dangerous
mob, killing a fewT and wounding others. Allenby
strongly advised a firm attitude to the popular outcry
against the police, but Adly, always weak in a difficulty,
agreed to an inquiry, which passed some criticism on the
police and shook their morale. As a result they would not
fire In similar circumstances at Alexandria, and the mob
got completely out of hand. If Allenby's advice had
been followed about the Tanta incident the Alexandria
riots would never have assumed such proportions. His
reluctance to intervene at once with British troops was
in accordance with his policy that the Egyptians, if they
were to be fit for independence, must learn to check their
own disorders.
At last the official delegation, led by Adly, departed
for London on July i. As Allenby had repeatedly warned
the Foreign Office during these months, the negotiations
between Curzon and Adly had no greater prospect of
success than those between Milner and Zaghlul. With
Zaghlul still commanding the voice of the crowd, Adly
dared make no withdrawal from the position the former
had taken up with Milner. The discussions, with an
interval of some five or six weeks, lasted from July to
November, but the question of the location of British
troops in Egypt proved an insuperable obstacle that no
council-table formula could surmount,
During Adly's absence the political atmosphere had
been reasonably calm in spite of ZaghluFs agitation and
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